Meeting people

Read about Kate and Daniel.

   Hi, my name is Kate. I am a secretary. I work in an office. I have worked there for 5 years. I like my job very much. I like my boss and co-workers.

   I am 29 years old. I have long blond hair and blue eyes. I am 165 centimetres tall and I weigh 60 kilograms.

   I live in an apartment on Park Street. My phone number is 397-2568. I am single. I don't have a boyfriend. In my free time I like going swimming. I also enjoy reading novels.

   Hello, my name is Daniel. I am a bank manager. I work in an office, too. I have worked there for 20 years. I like my job very much, too. I like my boss and my colleagues.

   I am 54 years old. I have short, brown hair and brown eyes. I am 175 centimetres tall and weigh 80 kilograms.

   I live in a house on Maple Road. My phone number is 672-3898. I am married. My wife's name is Susan. We have two children. We have one son and a daughter. When I have free time I like playing golf. I also like playing cards.

Kate and Daniel are talking.

Kate: Hi, Daniel. How are you?

Daniel: Fine thanks, Kate. How are you?

Kate: I'm good. Do you still work at the bank?

Daniel: Yes, I enjoy working there. And you? Do you still work in an office?

Kate: Yes. I have been there for five years now. How are your children?

Daniel: They are both fine, too.

Kate: Well, I have to go home now. It was nice to see you,  Daniel.

Daniel: Nice to see you, too, Kate. Have a good day.

Exercise 1

Answer the questions about Kate and Daniel.

1) What is her/his job?

2) Where does s/he work?

3) How long has s/he worked there?

4) How old is s/he?

5) What does s/he look like?

6) Is s/he married?

7) Does s/he have any children?

8) What does s/he like doing in her/his free time? 

Exercise 2

Complete the following sentences about yourself.

I was born in ................................... (place) in ................................... (when).

I went to primary (secondary) school in ................................... (place).

After leaving school I worked ...................................

My first job was in .................................. as ....................................

More recently I have been working as ................................... (job) in ................................... (where)

with ................................... (company).

My address is ...................................

My business number is ...................................

My extension is...................................

I work for ................................... (company) as a (an) ................................... in ................................... (department).

I mostly deal with ................................... (kind of work).

I am responsible for ................................... (-ing form).

My job involves a lot of  ................................... (-ing form).

What I like about my job is ...................................

I've been with the company for ................................... (period of time) since ................................... (point in time).

I've been in my present job for ...................................

Exercise 3

Read the conversation between a teacher and a student and answer the questions below.

Teacher: Oh, hi. What was your name again? I can't remember all the students' names this being the second day of school.

Student: It's okay. I have a hard time remembering names myself.

Teacher: Uh, Karen, right?

Student: No, it's Nancy. My mom's name is Karen.

Teacher: Nancy. Okay. I think I heard you were from England.

Student: Well, I was born there, but my parents are American. I grew up in France.

Teacher: Oh, a world traveller!

Student: But then we moved here when I was nine.

Teacher: So, what does your father do?

Student: He's a college professor. He teaches chemistry.

Teacher: What about your mother?

Student: She works full time at home.

Teacher: Oh, does she have her own business or something?

Student: No, she takes care of me.

Teacher: Well, being a housewife can be a really hard but rewarding job.

Student: I think so too.

1) Where does this conversation most likely take place?

2) What is the girl's name?

3) Where was the girl born?

4) What does the girl's father do for a living?

5) What does her mother do?

Exercise 4

Prepare your answers to the following questions.

1) Do you enjoy meeting new people? Why?

2) What are some good things to ask someone you just met?

3) What are some things you shouldn't ask people you just met?

4) What are some ways to overcome being nervous about meeting new people?

5) How important are first impressions to you?

6) What do you do if you forget the name of someone you've just been introduced to?

7) Have you ever experienced being completely wrong in your first impression?

8) What is the favourite topic for new acquaintances in your country?

Answer Key

Exercise 1

1) She is a secretary. He is a bank manager.

2) She works in an office. He works in an office, too.

3) She has worked there for 5 years. He has worked there for 20 years.

4) She is 29. He is 54.

5) She is 165 centimetres tall and weighs 60 kilograms. She has long blond hair and blue eyes. He has long blond hair and blue eyes. He is 175 centimetres tall and he weighs 80 kilograms. 

6) She is single. He is married.

7) She doesn't have any children. He has two children.

8) She likes going swimming and reading novels. He likes playing golf and playing cards.

Exercise 3

1) It could be on the way to school.

2) Her name's Nancy.

3) She was born in England.

4) Her father is a college professor.

5) Her mother is a housewife.

