Expressing opinions

Exercise 1

Read the following point of view. Write 10 sentences giving your opinion on the topic. Start each sentence with a different opening from `Presenting opinions` below.

I feel that everyone has the same chance in life. We're all born, go to school, and then we have a choice. Some people want to work hard and buy nice homes and big cars. Other people just laze around and never do much.

Exercise 2

You have been stopped in the street by a woman conducting an opinion poll on domestic life. Look at the questions she asked and give your answers with justification. Start each sentence with a different opening from `Presenting opinions` below.

1) Who should be the boss in a family – the man or the woman?

2) Who should do the cooking?

3) Who should do the dishes?

4) Who should wash the clothes?

5) Who should fix things when they are broken?

6) Who should be the one earning the most money?

7) Who should discipline the children when they're naughty?

8) Who should pay the bills and organise the family's finances?

Exercise 3

Compare your answers with your partner. Write 5 sentences giving his/her opinions. Use different expressions from `Giving the opinion of others` section.

Exercise 4

Discuss with a partner your own up-bringing. How did your parents split the work in the home?

Exercise 5

Complete the sentences in different ways to ask people their opinion. Use the expressions from `Asking for opinions`.

1) ................................................................................ the new school?

2) ................................................................................ the road system?

3) ................................................................................ the proposed changes?

4) ................................................................................ the new divorce law?

5) ................................................................................ working with the others?

Presenting opinions

I think ...

I believe/feel ...

I reckon ...

I consider that

I genuinely/really think that ...

I don't think that ...

I'd say that ...

To my mind ...

Personally, I think that ...

My feeling is that ...

The way I see it, ...

It seems to me that ...

As I see it ...

It seems clear/obvious/evident to me that ...

It may seem a bit, ... but ...

If you ask me, ...

If I may say so ...

I have to say that ...

I am inclined to believe that ...

It strikes me that ...

I'm (not) persuaded that ...


As far as I'm concerned, ...

To me, ...

To be quite/perfectly frank/honest ...

With all due respect, ...

It is my view that ...

I take the view that ...

Without a doubt, ...

I'm absolutely certain that ...

I'm (almost) positive that ...

I'm (quite) sure that ...

I'm convinced that ...

I strongly believe that ...

From my point of view ...

I'm under the impression that ...

I'm inclined to think that ...

From where I stand ...

To my way of thinking ...

What I mean is ...

To tell the truth ...

The point I'm trying to make is ...

Let me put it another way ...

Asking for opinions

What do you think of/about... ?

What are your views on ... ?

What's your opinion of ... ?

What's your opinion ?

What are your feelings about ... ?

How do you feel about ... ?

Do you think ... ?

Do you really think/believe that ... ? 


What would you say to ... ?

Are you absolutely sure/convinced/positive that ...?

Are you suggesting that ... ?

What is your reaction to ... ?   

How would you react to ... ?

Do you have any particular views on ... ?

Do you have any opinion on ... ?

I'd be glad/grateful to have your view/opinion on ...

Saying you have no opinion

I really don't have any opinion about ...

I (really) couldn't say ...

I've no strong feelings about ...

I (really) don't know what to say.

It doesn't (really) affect me.

It doesn't (really) matter to me.

I (really) don't know what to think about ...

I can't say I have/hold any particular views on the subject/question.


Avoiding giving an opinion

I'd rather not say anything about ...

I'd prefer not to say anything about ...

It's difficult to say ...

I'm not in a position to say anything about ...

I suppose it depends on your/one's point of view.

I'm afraid I can't comment on that.

No comment (I'm afraid).

I'm sorry I can't answer ...

Well, I don't know.

It/That all depends.



Giving the opinion of others

According to (one of the journalists) ...

Mr Morgan suggested that ...

It was suggested that ...

Mr Taylor


said

announced

mentioned

pointed out

was of the opinion

expressed the view

was convinced

felt

thought

believed
      that ...

