Past Simple

Exercise 1 

Before you read the text answer some questions about Barack Obama and compare your answers with your partner.

1) What do you know about Barack Obama?

2) Would you like to meet him?

3) What questions would you like to ask Barack Obama?

Now read the text and do the exercises below.

Barack Obama

Barack Obama is the President-elect of the United States of America. The Senator for Illinois made history on November 4 when he won the presidential election. He is the first African American to win the race for the White House. Obama’s charisma, intelligence, and powerful speeches have made him extremely popular with many Americans. He has been very successful with his message for change.

Obama was born in Hawaii in 1961 to a black Kenyan father and white American mother. His parents divorced and his mother married an Indonesian man. Barack’s family moved to Indonesia in 1967. He attended schools in Jakarta until he was ten years old, when he returned to Hawaii. Obama majored in political science and international relations at Columbia University in New York.

After four years in New York, Obama moved to Chicago. There, he worked as the director of a community project from 1985 to 1988. He entered Harvard Law School and became the first black president of the Harvard Law Review. Obama taught law at the University of Chicago Law School for twelve years. He became an Illinois Senator in 1996.

Obama was elected to the U.S. Senate in 2004. He became the fifth African-American Senator in U.S. history. He supported legislation on controlling conventional weapons, nuclear terrorism, climate change, immigration and honest leadership. He also made official trips to Europe, the Middle East and Africa. In November 2008, he defeated John McCain to become America’s 44th President in a very hard-fought campaign battle. His term of office began on 20 January, 2009.

Exercise 2

Match the words from the article on the left with their synonyms on the right.

Paragraphs 1 and 2

1) elect
a) very

2) charisma
b) relocated

3) extremely
c) charm

4) divorced
d) went to

5) moved
e) in-waiting

6) attended
f) separated

Paragraphs 3 and 4

1) project
a) lectured in

2) entered
b) laws

3) taught
c) programme

4) legislation
d) presently

5) defeated
e) enrolled in

6) currently
f) beat

Exercise 3

Order the words to make sentences.

1) is/States/the/President/America/of/the/Obama/United/of/-elect

___________________________________________________________

2) to/the/the/the/African-American/for/race/House/win/White/first/he/is

___________________________________________________________

3) family/to/in/Barack's/moved/Indonesia/1967

___________________________________________________________

4) Obama/political/majored/science/in

___________________________________________________________

5) 2004/in/Senate/US/the/to/elect/was/Obama

___________________________________________________________

Exercise 4

Complete the following sentences without looking at the text.

Obama ............ born in Hawaii in 1961 to a ............ Kenyan father and white ............ mother. His parents ............ and his mother married an Indonesian man. Barack’s family ............ to Indonesia in 1967. He ............ schools in Jakarta until he was ten years old, when he ............ to Hawaii. 

Obama ............ law at the University of Chicago Law School for twelve years. He ............ an Illinois Senator in 1996.

Look at the verbs that you used to complete the text. They are all Past Simple tense forms.

Grammar Focus

Past Simple 

REGULAR VERBS
IRREGULAR VERBS

+ I/you/he/she/it/we/they worked

-  I/you/he/she/it/we/they didn't work

? Did  I/you/he/she/it/we/they work?

Yes,  I/you/he/she/it/we/they did.

No,  I/you/he/she/it/we/they didn't.
I/you/he/she/it/we/they went

I/you/he/she/it/we/they didn't go

Did  I/you/he/she/it/we/they go?

Yes,  I/you/he/she/it/we/they did.

No,  I/you/he/she/it/we/they didn't.

VERB TO BE

+ I/he/she/it was

-  I/he/she/it wasn't

? Was  I/he/she/it?

Yes,  I/he/she/it was.      

No,  I/he/she/it wasn't.
we/you /they were

we/you /they weren't

were we/you /they ?

Yes, we/you /they were.

No, we/you /they  weren't.

We use the past simple to talk about finished actions in the past. To make regular simple past forms we add -ed or -d: help - helped, rain – rained, hope – hoped, like – liked. If a verb ends in a vowel (a, e, o, u, i) + y we add -ed: play – played, enjoy – enjoyed. If a verb ends in a consonant (d,l,r, etc) +  y then -y changes into -i: try – tried, reply – replied. If a verb ends in one consonant after one vowel then we double the consonant: stop – stopped, plan – planned. With irregular verbs, you have to learn the simple past forms one by one. 

Exercise 5

Put the verb in the correct form of the past (positive, negative or question).

1) I ............................... (play) tennis yesterday but I ............................... (not/win).

2) We ............................... (wait) a long time for the bus but it ............................... (not/come).

3) Adam ...............................(not/shave) this morning because he ............................... (not/have) time.

4) I ............................... (not/rush) because I ............................... (have) a lot of time.

5) She ............................... (not/feel) well last night but she ............................... (feel) OK this morning.

6) I ............................... (not/take) the bus to Warsaw, I ............................... (take) the train.

7) `............................... (the children/see) a film?` They ............................... (see) two films.

8) I ...............................(eat) your cake but I ............................... (not/eat) your chocolates.

9) Somebody ............................... (leave) a bicycle in the garden.

10) Tom ...............................(find) a cat in his office.

Exercise 6

Put in was/wasn't/were/weren't.

1) Kate ................... at work last week because she ................... ill.

2) When I ................... a child, I ................... afraid of dogs.

3) ................... the weather good when you ................... on holiday?

4) I phoned you yesterday evening but you ................... at home. Where ................... you?

5) The shops ................... open yesterday because it ................... a public holiday.

Exercise 7

Tell your partner what you did during the weekend (or on holiday).

Answer Key

Exercise 2

1e, 2c, 3a, 4f, 5b, 6d

Exercise 3

1) Obama is the President-elect of the United States of America.

2)  He is the first African American to win the race for the White House. 

3) Barack’s family moved to Indonesia in 1967.

4) Obama majored in political science.

5) Obama was elected to the U.S. Senate in 2004.

Exercise 5

1) played, didn't win

2) waited, didn't come

3) didn't shave, didn't have

4) didn't rush, had

5) didn't feel, felt

6) didn't take, took

7) did the children see, saw

8) ate, didn't eat

9) left

10) found

Exercise 6

1) wasn't, was

2) was, was

3) was, were

4) weren't, were

5) weren't, was

